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cordingly laid for the assassination of the Shastree,
and prosecuted with a depth of dissimulation which
astonished even Mahratta duplicity. The terms
of intimacy that subsisted between Trimbukjee
Dainglia, and the object of this plot, had grown
so extremely familiar, while matters were running
smoothly on, that the former, in an unguarded
moment of friendly conversation, acknowledged,
that during their previous differences, he had re-
solved upon the other's destruction, and had even
planned his death, in case he had taken his dis-
missal when Mr. Elphinstone began to press it.
This had been communicated by the Shastree to
Mr. Elphinstone during the journey to Nassik,
and doubtless was enough to have put him on his
guard, by showing the character of the man he
had to deal with. Yet such was the art with
which both Trimbtikjee and his master continued
their intercourse with him to the last, that al-
though his destruction was meditated more than
a month before it was put into execution, their
victim never suspected any change of sentiment
towards himself. When the Nassik pilgrimage
was accomplished, he assented with the utmost
confidence to Trimbukjee's suggestion of proceed-
ing to Pundurpoor on the Bheema with a smaller
equipage, and $ent the greater part of his escort,
and half the establishment of the mission, to wait
his return at Poona. Particular anxiety was
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